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Review of the Key Targets of the year

m To use the One-to-One iPad Scheme effectively for P.5-6 for teaching and learning
enhancement
This target is met very convincingly as reflected by teachers, students and parents. Lessons are

observed to be more interactive and fun-filled. The whole class can easily be engaged in the
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lesson as they can share their views through the tablet and join the interactive games. Teaching
and learning is done smoothly and memorably via this scheme. Students are on the whole very
disciplined when using the tablets. So, the One-to-One iPad scheme has indeed been enhancing
students’ learning in the two levels. We will from now on keep this target as our regular target.

m  To enhance teaching efficiency by adopting the blended learning mode through video and
zoom lessons
This target is also met very well. Our English teaching team has been proficient in switching
between face-to-face teaching and online teaching (in the form of video lessons and Zoom
lessons). Even during the face-to-face teaching days, we post online lessons periodically to
enhance students’ learning at home. This year, we have experienced different modes of Zoom
lessons, and both “normal” days and school suspension period. And yet, teaching went tell with
this blended mode and students’ performance, as seen from their homework quality and
assessment results, is by and large comparable to the pre-pandemic period, including results from
external competitions. So, our blended learning mode is deemed a success and we will from now
on keep this target as our regular target.

m  To further widen students’ exposure to language arts by promoting the LCM Speech
Festival and Hong Kong Young Writers Awards
This target is a partial success. Although we did enjoy a good teaching and learning period with
the P.6 on the Hong Kong Young Writers Awards task (theme: Tales from the Mogao Grottoes)
and students demonstrated a good level of research skills, writing skills, engagement and
appreciation of history and Chinese culture after the teaching, the LCM Speech Festival was not
developed into a wider scheme in our department. The LCM Speech Festival was postponed due
to school suspension and later it came back at a time very close to our Assessment I1l. So, our
teachers’ involvement in this festival was not made mandatory anymore. But still, we officially
trained 5 students and they were all awarded (Top 3). The LCM Speech Festival information was
in fact sent to all parents and around 10 more students joined it themselves. Our school earned
10 cups (Top 3) in the end, which is a very remarkable result. We will keep this festival as our
regular target, together with the Hong Kong Young Writers Awards (for P.6).

»  Strengths of our Department

m  The CEDARS Approach (https://www.englishywps.com/english-language-curriculum.html),

which we have been using to run our English Department and English Language Curriculum, is

highly effective as we observe.

15


https://www.englishywps.com/english-language-curriculum.html

m  Students in general love the subject of English and they are highly motivated to learn. From our
survey (Jul 2022) data, 94.9% of P.1-4 respondents and 96.1% of P.5-6 respondents indicated
that they enjoyed the subject of English this school year (2021-2022), with the majority of them
choosing the highest score of 4 (67.4% and 56.1% for P.1-4 and P.5-6 respectively).

m  The teaching team has developed good skills in doing online and face-to-face teaching in parallel.

m  The panelists of the department has good leadership and communicative skills to hold the team
together and direct it to benefit the boys to the fullest.

m  The Department’s love of language arts has led to the successful organisation of Speech Gala
2022 Online, Drama Fiesta 2022, very remarkable results from the 73" Hong Kong Schools
Speech Festival and Drama Festival 2021/22 (the best results in our history) and stunning
achievements in Hong Kong Budding Poets (English) Award 2021/22. Also, students achieve
very fabulous results in debating as well. See Appendix for our full external achievements this
year.

m  Students’ English language ability is in general high. They are very eager to speak, read and write
in English as we can observe.

m  High quality materials have been published by the department and/or staff members (e.g.
magazines, articles, videos). In particular, our interactive blog entries for the theme-based “To
Be Continued...” (TBC) series offered thought-provoking questions for our boys to answer. A
lot of great feedback was posted on our website for sharing. Also, our new English video
programme “English Time — presented by Forgottenland” is a popular development from the
TBC theme.

m  The Department has a very well-produced database of video lessons covering a large part of the
curriculum. And the database is certainly reusable.

m  P.5-6 teachers have embraced the new One-to-One iPad Scheme to enhance interactivity in
lessons and students love this teaching mode. From our survey (Jul 2022) data, in a scale of 1 to
4, 85% of the P.5-6 respondents rated 4 (the highest) for their enjoyment of the iPad scheme with
no one choosing the rating of 1 or 2.

»  Weaknesses of our Department

s Members of the department have room for improvement in terms of paying attention to detail
and meeting deadlines.

m  There is still room for improvement in designing lessons to cater for learning diversity and self-

directed learning.
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Opportunities

m  The school theme chosen for the year, “To Be Continued...”, is a great opportunity for the
English Department to turn it into motivating English learning materials because the story
chapters are written and narrated in English as the main language.

m  The department has tried out a few new competitions this year with very good results. We expect
to involve more teachers and students in these contests next year, particularly and LCM Speech
Festival and other speech events like the Singapore Performing Arts Festival.

Threats

m  Lesson time is short. And some lessons are taken up by outings and other activities of different
subjects.

m  More and more students are leaving the school for overseas studies and that has negatively
affected the learning atmosphere.

Conclusion

In the year 2021-2022, despite the interruption of school suspension and the “special holiday”, the

English Department continues to show its passion and abilities in bringing our boys the highest quality

of English learning environment. Students in general have enjoyed the many opportunities we offer

them and are able to perform well in most cases. Our department has also explored more contests and
widened students’ platform to shine in. In fact, we have the longest list of awards this year. We are
also particularly happy with how our key events are held, i.e. the Speech Gala 2022 online and the

Drama Fiesta 2022. On the whole, the English teaching team remains capable, organized, cooperative,

creative and passionate. We are looking forward to helping more and more boys to become confident

performers and high achievers of the subject of English Language.
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